
Handbook of Registration Procedures

Chapter 12
Apportioned Registration
12.000 Apportioned Registration—Defined (VC §8052)

Apportioned registration is a method of registering commercial vehicles operating on 
an interstate basis. Apportioned vehicle records are registration records only, based on 
unverified information submitted by the apportioned carrier, who may or may not be 
the registered owner shown on the title. All the information has been provided by the 
carrier. 

12.005 Apportionable Vehicles (IRP §220)

An apportionable vehicle is a vehicle used or intended for use in California and at least 
one other International Registration Plan (IRP) jurisdiction listed in Section 12.010 
which is:

• used for the transportation of persons for hire or 

• designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transportation of property and is:

— a power unit having two axles and a gross vehicle weight (GVW) or registered 
GVW in excess of 26,000 pounds or

— a power unit having three or more axles, regardless of weight or
— used in combination, when the weight of the combination exceeds 26,000 

pounds GVW.

Other vehicles not in these categories may also be registered as apportioned at the 
registrant’s option. Charter buses are required to display some form of California 
operating authority (registration or permit). The vehicle owner may obtain a title only 
for an apportioned vehicle for which a California title has not been issued. The title 
only application is separate from the apportioned registration application.
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12.010 Apportioned Operator—New Vehicle “Title Only”

The requirements for “title only” of a new vehicle sold by a California dealer to an 
apportioned operator are:

• The original and operating copies of the Application for Registration of New 
Vehicle (REG 397) with the certificate of cost completed and the notation 
“apportioned” entered in the margin of the operating copy.

• Mark the top of the face document “title only.”

• A weight certificate which includes the vehicle’s identification number (VIN).

• A Title Only Statement (REG 256) completed by the applicant. The REG 256 
must also show how the vehicle was moved.

• A Statement of Facts (REG 256) showing the vehicle is currently registered as 
part of a California-based apportioned fleet. The apportioned fleet account 
number and the name and address of the fleet operator must be shown. 

• The title only fee. Refer to the Fees appendix, Appendix 1F, for the fee.

NOTE: One weight certificate is acceptable for multiple title only requests sub-
mitted together. A Statement of Facts (REG 256) stating “All vehicles have the 
same unladen weight as VIN # (vehicle with weight certificate)” must be submit-
ted with the applications without a weight certificate.

NOTE: The vehicle may be moved on dealer plates provided title does not pass 
to the buyer until after the vehicle is delivered. If the sale is consummated and 
possession is taken at the dealer’s place of business, the buyer must obtain a One-
Trip Permit. Record the One-Trip Permit number or vehicle moved on dealer 
plates on the REG 256.

EXCEPTION: When the buyer is not an apportioned operator, but intends to 
lease the vehicle to an apportioned operator, either follow the procedures outlined 
above and have the buyer complete a Statement of Facts (REG 256) giving the 
lessee’s name, address and apportioned fleet account number or collect the reg-
ular registration fees (including all fees due).

NOTE: Apportioned and/or regular fees, as appropriate, must be submitted to 
the department within 20 days of a vehicle’s first operation to avoid penalties.
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12.015 Apportioned Operator—Used Vehicle

In addition to the transfer requirements outlined in Chapter 5, apportioned operators 
must declare vehicles they acquire on apportioned applications as follows:

• Note “apportioned” on the application copy of the Report of Sale–Used Vehicle 
(REG 51). 

• Submit a Statement of Facts (REG 256) giving the owner’s or lessee’s name(s), 
address(es), and apportioned fleet account number.

• Submit the transfer fee and any other fee due.

• If the vehicle was previously registered under IRP with a title showing “title 
only,” a Transfer Only Statement (REG 256) may be completed to retain the 
“title only” status, if appropriate.

Exception—If the vehicle is not currently registered:

• Only the transfer fee is due. (It is a good idea to inform the purchaser that an 
apportioned registration application and the required fees must be submitted to 
the department within 20 days to avoid a late penalty.) 

• The purchaser must obtain a One Trip Permit before moving the vehicle from the 
dealer’s or lessor-retailer’s place of business. 

• Note the permit number on the Report of Sale–Used Vehicle (REG 51).

12.020 Buyer Demands Report of Sale–Used Vehicle (REG 51)

If the buyer demands the application copy of the Report of Sale–Used Vehicle 
(REG 51) to submit with an apportioned application, the procedure is:

• The buyer must complete a Statement of Facts (REG 256) stating the reason for 
demanding the report of sale, the report of sale number, the apportioned 
operator’s name, address, and apportioned fleet account number. 

• Write the report of sale number on the reverse side of the title before releasing it 
to the buyer.

• Enter the notation “apportioned” in the margin of the operating copy of the report 
of sale. Do not give the operating copy to the customer.

NOTE: The vehicle may be moved on a dealer plate if title does not pass to the 
purchaser until the vehicle has been delivered. If delivered on dealer plates prior 
to sale, this should be noted on the report of sale.
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12.025 Conversion from Apportioned (IRP) Registration

Basic Requirements for all Deletions

• A completed Schedule C–California Apportioned Fleet Supplemental 
Application.

• Any IRP plates and cab card in possession of the applicant must be surrendered.

• The Certificate of Title.

• A vehicle verification if the title is a “title only” or “apportioned title only” and 
there is not a record for the vehicle on the department’s database.

• Odometer disclosure and acknowledgment, if applicable.

• A Certificate Of Excise Tax Clearance (BOE 1138) issued by the Board of 
Equalization for any commercial vehicle weighing 7,000 lbs. or more, unladen 
which is powered by a fuel other than gasoline or diesel.

• A weight certificate, if applicable. A weight certificate is not required if the 
unladen weight shown is greater than the highest point for which fees are 
assessed.

• A Statement of Facts (REG 256) from the owner stating no body changes have 
been made to the vehicle.

• A smog certification, if applicable.

• Fees are due from the date of deletion or the date of first operation if a Certificate 
of Non-Operation is submitted. The vehicle is not subject to PNO requirements 
until converted to full-year or partial-year registration on the department’s 
records.

EXCEPTION: The fees for a vehicle deleted effective December 31 from an 
IRP fleet become due and are calculated as of 01/01/XX, unless the application 
and request for indicia is on 12/31/XX, then fees are due from 12/31/XX.

For... then submit...

full-year registration • full registration fee.
• full vehicle license fee (VLF).
• full weight fee. 
• any other fees due.

partial-year registration 
(PYR)

• full registration fee.
• VLF prorated from the date fees due until 12/31/XX.
• weight fee prorated for the number of PYR months 

requested.
• PYR service fee.
• any other fees due.
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12.025 Conversion from Apportioned (IRP) Registration, continued

Other Requirements—When there is no prior California registration record on the 
department’s database for a vehicle issued an “apportioned title only” or regular “title 
only,” then the owner must complete a Statement of Facts (REG 256) stating no body 
changes have been made and a vehicle verification is required.

Regular nonresident vehicle clearance requirements apply when there is only an 
apportioned vehicle record and nonresident/foreign ownership documents are 
presented.

Delete From Apportioned (IRP)—In all cases, submit a completed Schedule C and 
the IRP plates and cab card to:

Department of Motor Vehicles
International Registration Plan Unit MS C160
PO Box 932320
Sacramento, CA 94232-3200

If there is an “apportioned title only” or a regular “title only” and:

If... and... then submit...

the same registered 
owner is 
converting to 
regular registration

there is a record 
for the vehicle

a Statement of Facts (REG 256) from the owner 
stating no body changes have been made.

there is not a 
record for the 
vehicle

• the Certificate of Title. 
• a vehicle verification.
• a Statement of Facts (REG 256) stating no 

body changes have been made.

there is a transfer 
of registered 
owner(s)

there is a record 
for the vehicle

the Certificate of Title properly endorsed for 
transfer and the usual transfer requirements. 

there is not a 
record for the 
vehicle

• the Certificate of Title. 
• a vehicle verification.
• a Statement of Facts (REG 256) stating no 

body changes have been made.
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there is only a 
California 
apportioned 
registration record 
on the 
department’s 
database

the vehicle title 
documents are 
out-of-state or 
foreign 

• an Application for Title or Registration 
(REG 343). 

• a vehicle verification.
• a Vehicle Body Change Statement 

(REG 256) completed to show the current 
market value of the vehicle.

• the out-of-state titling documents.
• a weight certificate.

there are no title 
documents for 
the vehicle

• an Application for Title or Registration 
(REG 343).

• a vehicle verification.
• a Statement of Facts (REG 256) showing 

who, how, and when the vehicle was 
obtained, the current value, and prior 
registration history, if any.

• a weight certificate.
• a Motor Vehicle Bond, if the value of the 

vehicle is $5,000 or more.

there is a 
Manufacturer’s 
Statement/
Certificate of 
Origin (MSO/
MCO) for the 
vehicle

• an Application for Title or Registration 
(REG 343).

• a vehicle verification.
• the MSO or MCO.
• a weight certificate.

the record shows 
a current 
expiration date

• the Certificate of Title (the VLF class, date 
first sold, and unladen weight is retained).

• a vehicle verification.

there is no record 
on the 
department’s 
database

N/A • the Certificate of Title or original California 
Registration Certificate and an Application 
for Duplicate Title (REG 227) (the VLF class, 
date first sold, and unladen weight are 
retained).

• a vehicle verification.
• a Statement of Facts (REG 256) stating no 

body changes have been made.

NOTE: A transfer fee and use tax may be due on some of the above transactions.

If... and... then submit...
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12.025 Conversion from Apportioned (IRP) Registration, continued

Transfer of “Apportioned Title Only” Vehicles—In addition to the previously 
outlined requirements:

Year Round to Apportioned to Year Round (Same Registration Year)—In 
addition to the usual documents required for the transaction:

If the new owner... then...

operates on an 
apportioned basis

refer to Section 12.015.

requests regular 
registration

also submit:
• the apportioned plates/stickers/cabs cards for cancellation.
• the usual transfer/nonresident requirements. 
• a Certificate Of Excise Tax Clearance (BOE 1138), if the 

vehicle is powered by other than gasoline or diesel fuel.
• the fees due.

requests transfer of 
title only

also submit:
• evidence of apportioned registration.
• the usual transfer/nonresident clearance requirements.
• a Certificate Of Excise Tax Clearance (BOE 1138), if the 

vehicle is powered by other than gasoline or diesel fuel.
• a Statement of Facts (REG 256) requesting a “transfer only” 

from the new owner. 
• a Certificate of Non-Operation (REG 102) from the previous 

owner if the date the vehicle was deleted from the fleet was 
prior to the date of transfer.

• the fees due.

NOTE: IRP vehicles are subject to PNO requirements only when 
a vehicle is deleted from the fleet and subsequently registered on 
a full-year or partial-year basis.

If... then submit...

there is proof that 
full-year fees have 
been paid

• a Schedule C (vehicle deleted from apportioned fleet).
• the apportioned registration card or a Statement of Facts 

(REG 256) from the owner explaining the registration was 
surrendered to the base state.

there is not proof 
that full-year fees 
have been paid

• a Schedule C (vehicle deleted from apportioned fleet).
• full-year fees and penalties, if due, from the date of first 

operation. 
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12.030 California-Arizona Border Zone Agreement

The exemptions and privileges established by the California-Arizona Border Zone 
Agreement apply only to currently licensed:

• two-axle commercial vehicles weighing 26,000 pounds (GVW) or less. 

• commercial vehicles operated in a combination with a combined weight of 
26,000 pounds (CGVW) or less.

Currently licensed means: A vehicle displaying valid annual registration issued by 
the respective state. A vehicle may be operated during the registration renewal grace 
period when the appropriate fees have been posted and the previous year registration 
indicia is displayed.

Commercial vehicles currently registered in Arizona may operate in California within 
the respective border zone provided:

• The owner and the vehicle are domiciled within the border zone.

• The vehicles are authorized for interstate and intrastate movement within the 
established border zone.
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12.035 Commercial Vehicle Reciprocal Agreements

Jurisdiction
Reciprocity 
Agreement

Inter 
state

Intra 
state 

Inter/
Intra 
state 

Expiration 
Dates

Grace 
Period

Enforcement 
Dates

ALABAMA IRP Yes No No Staggered Month* Monthly

ALASKA NONE* No No No -- -- --

ALBERTA IRP Yes No No 3/31 4/14 4/15

ARIZONA IRP * No No Staggered None Exp. Qrtly

ARKANSAS IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

BRITISH COLUMBIA IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

CANAL ZONE NONE No No No -- -- --

COLORADO IRP Yes No No Staggered 30 Days Monthly

CONNECTICUT IRP Yes No No 4/30 None 5/1

DELAWARE IRP Yes No No Staggered None 15 & 31

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA IRP Yes No No -- None Monthly

FLORIDA IRP Yes No Yes Staggered None Monthly

GEORGIA IRP Yes No Yes Staggered None Monthly

HAWAII RECIP * * *s -- -- --

IDAHO IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

ILLINOIS IRP Yes No No 3/31 None April 1

INDIANA IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

IOWA IRP Yes No No 12/31 3/14 3/15

KANSAS IRP Yes No No 12/31 3/1 3/2

KENTUCKY IRP Yes No No 3/31 None 4/1

LOUISIANA IRP Yes No No 12/30 2/28 3/1

MAINE IRP * No No Staggered None Monthly

MANITOBA IRP Yes No No Staggered None --

MARYLAND IRP Yes No No Staggered None Exp. Qtrly

MASSACHUSETTS IRP Yes No No 6/30 None 7/1

MEXICO NONE* No No No -- -- --

MICHIGAN* IRP Yes No No Staggered None Exp. Qtrly

MINNESOTA IRP Yes No No 2/28 None 3/2

MISSISSIPPI IRP Yes No No Staggered 15 Days Monthly

MISSOURI IRP Yes No No 12/31 None 1/1

MONTANA IRP Yes No No Staggered None Exp. Qtrly

NEBRASKA IRP Yes No No 12/31 1/31 2/1

NEVADA IRP * No No 12/31 None 1/1

NEW BRUNSWICK IRP Yes No No Staggered Monthly --

NEWFOUNDLAND IRP No No No Staggered -- Monthly

NEW HAMPSHIRE IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

NEW JERSEY IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

NEW MEXICO IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

NEW YORK IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

NORTH CAROLINA IRP Yes No No 12/31 2/15 2/16
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* Specific Agreement Details:

Alabama—Grace period ends on the last day of the renewal month.

Alaska—A commercial vehicle 6,000 lbs. or more is not extended interstate 
reciprocity. Vehicles with Alaska-based plates are not eligible for apportioned 
registration in California. In addition, these vehicles cannot be issued a commercial 
trip permit or 90-day temporary commercial registration. These vehicles must display 
full-year registration.

Arizona—A commercial vehicle operated inter- or intrastate to further a business 
enterprise is required to display some form of registration. A commercial vehicle 
displaying Arizona non-commercial plates will be extended reciprocity, but is subject 
to the provisions of Vehicle Code (VC) §§6700-6702.

Arkansas—A commercial vehicle displaying Arkansas non-commercial plates will 
be extended reciprocity, but is subject to VC §§6700-6702.

Hawaii—Inter- or intrastate operation is permitted for 90 days after entry. However, 
VC §§6700-6702 may apply.

NORTH DAKOTA IRP Yes No No Staggered None Exp. Qtrly

NOVA SCOTIA IRP Yes No No Staggered None --

OHIO IRP Yes No No 5/31 None 6/1

OKLAHOMA IRP Yes No No Staggered 60 Days 60 Days

ONTARIO IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

OREGON IRP Yes No No 12/31 3/15 3/16

PENNSYLVANIA IRP Yes No No 5/31 None 6/1

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND IRP Yes No No Staggered None --

QUEBEC IRP Yes No No 3/31 None 4/1

RHODE ISLAND IRP Yes No No 5/31 None 6/1

SASKATCHEWAN IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

SOUTH CAROLINA IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

SOUTH DAKOTA IRP Yes No No 12/31 None 1/1

TENNESSEE IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

TEXAS IRP Yes No No *Staggered 5 Days* 5 Days

UTAH IRP Yes No No Staggered None Exp. Qtrly

VERMONT IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

VIRGINIA IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

WASHINGTON IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

WEST VIRGINIA IRP Yes No No 6/30 None 7/1

WISCONSIN IRP Yes No No Staggered None Monthly

WYOMING IRP Yes No No 12/31 3/31 4/1

Jurisdiction
Reciprocity 
Agreement

Inter 
state

Intra 
state 

Inter/
Intra 
state 

Expiration 
Dates

Grace 
Period

Enforcement 
Dates
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12.035 Commercial Vehicle Reciprocal Agreements, continued

* Specific Agreement details, continued:

Mexico—Vehicles with Mexico-based plates:

• are not eligible for IRP registration in California. 

• cannot be issued a commercial trip permit or 90-day temporary commercial 
registration. 

• may obtain full-year or partial-year interstate registration with current insurance 
valid in the United States.

Michigan—Issues a civic-event plate to be used in conjunction with community 
events. Valid indicia in California. No grace period.

Nevada—All commercial vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000 lbs. 
or less are granted interstate reciprocity except for buses used in the transportation of 
chartered parties, and taxis/limousines transporting persons for hire.

Texas—Staggered February - November. Grace period is five working days.

Additional Reciprocity Information

IRP (International Registration Plan)—No reciprocity granted to three-axle power 
units, two-axle power units and any combination of vehicles in excess of 26,000 lbs. 
GVW. All vehicles must be apportion-registered or meet California registration 
alternative requirements. Vehicles under 26,000 lbs. GVW, other than charter buses, 
taxis, and limousines for hire, are granted Interstate Reciprocity provided no intrastate 
commerce.

Intrastate and Inter-Interstate:

NOTE: No reciprocity granted to Alaska vehicles over 6,000 lbs. GVW, individu-
ally or in combination.

If the chart shows... then California registration is...

Yes not required. The valid base state plate is honored.

No required.


	12.000 Apportioned Registration—Defined (VC�§8052)
	12.005 Apportionable Vehicles (IRP�§220)
	12.010 Apportioned Operator—New Vehicle “Title Only”
	12.015 Apportioned Operator—Used Vehicle
	12.020 Buyer Demands Report of Sale–Used Vehicle (REG�51)
	12.025 Conversion from Apportioned (IRP) Registration
	12.030 California-Arizona Border Zone Agreement
	12.035 Commercial Vehicle Reciprocal Agreements

